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Greetings!

Welcome to Preserve Marbletown's first newsletter. In this
issue, we provide an update on developments since the August
25 community meeting. Most importantly, we have included
(on page 3) our response to the Hauspurgs' letter regarding the
value of the orchard, which they published in the December 7
issue of the Blue Stone Press ("the BSP"). Our response ran in
today's issue of the BSP.

- Preserve Marbletown
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Citizens of Marbletown take a stand.

Are They Really "Stepping Back?"

The members of Preserve Marbletown were initially
encouraged by what seemed to be the success of our efforts to
prevent a high-density development on the site of the Stone
Ridge Orchard. In apparent response to the well-attended
community meeting on August 25th (not to mention the
proliferation of yard signs thereafter), the developers
announced they were "stepping back" from the project and no
longer advancing it. The announcement was published in a full-
page ad in the September 7 issue of the BSP, as well as on
their web site.

Although the owners of Stone Ridge Orchard pledged in
August 2007 to abandon their plans for a high-density housing
project on the site of the orchard, and to offer the land for sale
as a working farm, recent developments suggest otherwise.

On December 7, 2007, in the BSP, the Hauspurgs
announced that the 117 acre orchard property had been
appraised for $4.09 million, a value based upon the
assumption that they already have been granted a major
zoning exemption that would enable them to construct
hundreds of housing units on the land. Anyone wishing to
keep it an orchard can purchase it for that price. The unreal-
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istic nature of this offer is compounded by their having imposed
a 4-month deadline for its acceptance. Independent
appraisers, using Marbletown's actual zoning code for this
property, give a figure of less than one-half their appraisal.

It is important to stress that the kind of high-density project
(such as Marbletown Green) upon which the Hauspurgs'
appraisal is based would require special approval from the
Town. Such a development is not in keeping with our Town
Plan, which expresses the community's overwhelming desire to
maintain Marbletown's rural character.

The Orchard's Value

We have heard from so many in the community who
believe that important benefits would be achieved if it were
possible to arrange for sale of Stone Ridge Orchard to a land
trust or conservancy, or otherwise to enable it to remain an
orchard. Keeping the land in agriculture would ensure that it
doesn't fall victim to a development of inappropriate density
while preserving a treasured piece of our community's heritage.
Other benefits have also been noted. For example, Stone Ridge
Orchard has, for generations, provided locally grown food to our
community. Moreover, the tourists who pick apples also shop
at our stores, eat in our restaurants, and lodge at our motels
and bed and breakfasts. The orchard does not draw down our
aquifer (it is irrigated from two surface ponds, not groundwater)
and does not require services, though it pays taxes to the town.

How You Can Help

You can keep the presure on by letting our town officials
know that high density projects have no place in our rural town.
Call the Town Board (845) 687-9673 and write to our local
newspapers. Our town supervisor, Vin Martello, can be reached
at the phone number above or by email at
supervisor@marbletown.net.

You can also urge the Hauspurgs to keep their promise to
offer a genuine opportunity for a buyer to preserve the land as a
farm by offering the land at a fair and reasonable price rather
than at an exorbitant price that has no basis in reality and that
would make it impossible for anyone to buy the land for that
purpose.

Contact Preserve Marbletown:
Phone: (845) 687 - 0107

Email: preserve_marbletown@hotmail.com

Post: P O Box 387 ¢ High Falls, NY 12440 - 0387
Web: http://PreserveMarbletown.org




Apple Crisp Recipe
Ingredients:
* 3 pounds tart apples
* 2 tablespoons lemon juice
* 1/2 cup light brown sugar, packed
* 1/2 teaspoon ground cinnamon
* 1/2 teaspoon ground nutmeg
* 1/3 cup all-purpose flour
* 1/3 cup granulated sugar
* 1/3 cup rolled oats
* 4 tablespoons cold butter (1/2 stick)
* 1/2 cup chopped walnuts or pecans

Preparation:

Peel, core and chop the apples; toss in a bowl with lemon juice. In a
separate bowl, combine the brown sugar, cinnamon, and nutmeg; add
to the apples and toss to combine.

In another bowl combine flour, sugar and oats. Cut butter into 8 small
pieces, and cut butter into flour with a pastry blender or two forks until
mixture is crumbly. Stir in the chopped nuts.

Butter a 9-inch square baking dish. Spread apple mixture in bottom of
baking dish then sprinkle with flour mixture. Bake at 375° for 30 to 45
minutes, or until apples are tender and topping is lightly browned.
Serve warm or at room temperature, with vanilla ice cream or a little
heavy cream, if desired.
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Marbletown Green Proponents
Continue to Seek Immense Profits Through Proposed
High Densitv Development of 200 Year Old Orchard

. This fall, the owners of Sione Ridge Orehard pledged to abandon the high density housing
project proposed to replace the 200 vear old orchard, and committed to sell the orchard to
a buver willing to preserve the land as a farm.

. Despite this promise, the owners are now demanding more than 54 million for a property
that cost them $235,000 in 1999 - - more than a sixteen hundred percent inerease - - when
land values in Marbletown dering that time have only increased aboot one hundred pereent,
They have also imposed a 4-month deadlineg for their offer to be accepted.

. Their own appraisal reveals that the 54 million demand is not based on the valee of the land
as an operating orchard - < which the town of Marbletown valoed in 2007 at 5482,795 - - amd
it is not even based on the valoe of the land if sold for residential development under existing
zoning - - which two independent appraisers have valued at significantly less than one-hal §
the price demanded.

L] Imstead, the exorbitant price tag is based on the appraised valoe of the land as a
“Marbletown Green™ or similar high density development that could only be built if our
town officials granted the developers a major zoning exemption,

. Despite their promise to the town, itis apparent that the 54 million asking price is intended
only to ensure that no one who wants to preserve and operate the orchard could possibly do
s0 at that price. They appear to be doing this so that after the expiration of their arbitrary
and unrealistic 4-month deadline, they can say that no one wanted the land when they tried
o sell ity in the hope of resuscitating Marbletown Green or a similar high density housing
project.

L] We urge the owners Lo live up to their promise to abandon any high density development and
sell the orchard at its real value, which is a fraction of the asking price. We implore them to
follow the cxample of local families coneerned about the Moo re of Marbletown who have sold
or are working to sell their farms to land trusts or other conservancics at fair and reasonable
prices.

. We must let our elected officials know that this community remains adamantly opposed to
replacing Stone Ridge Orchard with a high density housing project that wouold destrov the
rural character of the community,

. If vou would like to join owr efforts to prevent the demolition of Stone Ridge Ore hard
and the construction of hundreds of housing units in its place, please contact us af:

preserve marbletown(@ hotmail.com
P.0O. Box 387, High Falls, N.Y. 12440
845-687-0107

or visit our website at:
www.preservemarbletown.org
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